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The Founder of Mormonism: A Psychological Study of Joseph 
Smith, Jr. By I. Woodbridge Riley. With an Introductory 
Preface by Professor George Trumbull Ladd. New York: 
Dodd, Mead & Co., 1902. Pp. x + 486. 21.50, net. 

The work is a thesis offered by the author to the philosophical 
faculty of Yale University for the degree of doctor of philosophy. As 
Professor Ladd avers, it is a " conscientious and painstaking study." It 
is also a credit to the university and to the author. 

The rise of Mormonism is one of the most complicated and enter- 
taining puzzles in our modern life. America has supplied no better 
material for the exercise of the higher criticism than is afforded by the 
Sacred Books of Mormonism. Mr. Riley undertakes to solve the 
puzzle, not by profound studies in these Sacred Books, but by resort- 
ing to the aid of psychology. Though he is highly instructed in that 
science, he yet fails to render his theory that Joseph Smith was an 
epileptic either convincing or probable. Indeed he does not himself 
appear to have felt entire confidence in it, for he concedes that Joseph's 
epilepsy existed in an "attenuated form," and even speaks of his 
alleged seizures as " quasi epileptic seizures." 

This so-called "working hypothesis" seems also to have affected 
the clearness of the author's vision. The Narrative of Solomon Mack, 
the Biographical Sketches of Lucy Smith and the Visions of Joseph Smith 
are all of them amenable to historical criticism, and yet under the 
influence of his theory Mr. Riley appears to favor accepting them all 
just as they stand. 

But, despite the fact that it has been weakened by an apparently 
untenable theory, this is an important book. The author has had 
access to the Berrian and other extensive and valuable collections of 
Mormon literature. His industrious and often critical use of these has 
afforded him a distinct advantage. However, it is unfortunate that he 
should appear to have studied the outside literature so much more 
carefully than the Sacred Books of Mormonism themselves. At the 
very outset he assumes that Joseph Smith was the founder of Mormon- 
ism ; but that point has never yet been proven. Mormonism is a form 
of religion, with a very complicated system of theology. The boy 
Joseph Smith appears to have enjoyed no opportunity whatever to 
become acquainted with that system and to acquire the use of its 
singular patois. Both of these must have been derived from the real 
rather than the reputed founder of Mormonism. It is almost incon- 
ceivable that Smith should have contributed them. 
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Mr. Riley also assumes that Smith was the author of the Book of 
Mormon ; but judging from internal evidence that seems a mistaken 
conclusion. At any rate the considerations advanced by him in sup- 
port of it are entirely unsatisfactory. A more thorough study of the 
Book of Mormon is the indispensable condition of further progress in 
these researches. 

Mr. Riley likewise assumes without any evidence, whether external 
or internal, that Smith was the author of the Lectures on Faith. The 
three unfounded assumptions here recited pertain to fundamental 
issues in the Mormon puzzle. As long as they shall be retained it 
would appear impossible to reach a correct solution of it. 

William H. Whitsitt. 
Richmond College, 
Richmond Va. 

The Story of the Mormons : From the Date of their Origin 
to the Year 1901. By William Alexander Linn. New 
York: The Macmillan Co., 1902, Pp. xxiv-f-637. $4, net. 

Relying mainly on original church documents, Mr. Linn has pre- 
sented the most exhaustive and the most trustworthy work on Mor- 
monism that has yet appeared. As a secular rather than a religious 
narrative, the volume is divided into six books corresponding to the 
successive political movements of the Latter-day Saints. The Mormon 
origin is first properly traced to the Smith family, with their various 
superstitions and occult beliefs. But that the youthful Joseph was not 
the originator of the Book of Mormon before 1830 can no longer be 
held. Mr. Linn's treatment of the theological sources of that Yankee 
pseudograph is weak. To trace the origin of a Bible on plates through 
Smith's partner, Sidney Rigdon, back to the thirteenth century " Ever- 
lasting Gospel " of the Italian abbot Joachim, is as far-fetched as to 
trace the characteristic Mormon beliefs and doctrines to a formal 
Campbellism and not to local revivalistic notions and current Restora- 
tionist exegesis. 

In Book II, "The Mormon Church in Ohio," the vagaries of the 
early converts are shown to have been matched by the socialistic schemes 
of the leaders. With the business crash of the Kirtland Safety Society 
Bank in 1837 came Smith's flight to Missouri, where the Twelve Apostles 
were accused, not merely of practicing polygamy, but of counterfeiting 
money and tampering with slaves. On the repudiation of the Mormon 
agreement of emigration with the Missouri " mob " arose a state of 



